THE   END

and an endorsement of his exertions. He hoped for
some recognition of his success in ridding the country
of foreign troops, some expression of thanks for his
long labours. He who had so quickly marked the
recent turn of events in Germany and followed it with
such anxiety, was quite mistaken in his estimate of the
general feeling in the country. Two incidents that
occurred during those days at Geneva recalled him to
a consciousness of the reality.

After the struggle at The Hague, the bitterness of
which few had realised, he awaited the reply from home
with a joyous expectation that preserved him from the
final collapse. And the reply came ; first in a speech
by the Leader of his own party, Scholz, at Konigsberg,
which was nothing more nor less than an attack on
his whole policy. As he read it, a quiver went
through his emaciated body. His anger burst forth
with all the old violence, and his family stood in agony
at his rage, which for him meant suicide. " We have
heard a great deal about stabs in the back," he mut-
tered ; " if this isn't a stab in the back, I don't know
what is." He was now utterly at odds with his
party. He had forgiven much ; he had overlooked
many a disloyalty and healed many a breach. But he
was now more quickly and more easily wounded than
beforehand Scholz's attack came at a decisive moment
that preceded a parting of the ways. " The whole
People's Party is now meaningless," he said in the first
moments of excitement, " they will soon be crushed
between the parties of the Left and of the Right We
must create a strong central party if the German con-
ception of the State is not to be destroyed."

He had for a long while deceived himself with this